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What is AAI? 
The Authentication and Authorization In-
frastructure (AAI) is a combination of all 
academic institutions in Switzerland under 
the leadership of SWITCH (the internet 
service provider of Swiss higher education 
institutions). All participating institutions 
have agreed to trust each other regarding 
their user registrations. Each member of a 
Swiss educational institution can use their 
AAI login (at their home university) to 
access accordingly included online re-
sources, such as library catalogues or 
learning platforms. These resources can 
be provided by their own institution or by 
other colleges and educational institutions 
in Switzerland or third party providers. 

Functionalities 
– Direct use of numerous online resources 

in all Swiss post-secondary educational 
institutions 

– Single sign-on: a single login (consisting 
of the user name and password) suffices 

– Automatic access to protected resources 
based on the study course / subject or 
similar information 

– Normally no generation of own user pro-
files, since the data of the registered 
person are also available via AAI as 
needed (name, e-mail address, study 
field etc.) 



 

 

 

 

Benefits 
– Security with similar registration 

for various online resources 

– Comfort and efficiency due to sin-
gle sign-on: no management of 
numerous user names and pass-
words 

Disadvantages 
– Complete logout is only possible by clos-

ing the browser. 

– Complicated work in several different 
logins (e.g. if several students are sitting 
at the same screen during group work): 
If another user wants to log in, the in-
ternet browser has to be completely 
closed each time. 

When can I use AAI?  
As a member of a Swiss higher education 
institution, you "automatically" have a 
SWITCHaai account and therefore access 
to the online resources of the digital tools 
ADAM, auktiOpro, OLAT etc. and other 
services such as the research database(s) 
or poster printing services.  

This website lists the other online re-
sources which you can use with this AAI 
access information:  

https://www.switch.ch/aai/participants/w
ebresources.html  

How and who? 
Please contact the NIKT team of the URZ 
by telephone at 061 267 10 99 or via e-
mail: nikt@unibas.ch in case of questions. 

Information on the legal and technical gen-
eral conditions of AAI and further details 
are available at: http://switch.ch/aai 

 


